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April 21, 2020 
 
Dear Senator Rosen: 
 
Thank you for your request for information regarding local municipal expenses related to COVID-19.  Metro Cities 
represents cities across the metropolitan region at the State Legislature, Executive Branch and Metropolitan Council, and 
is working with city officials to identify local COVID-19 costs. Metro Cities appreciates the partnership between the state 
and local units of government, which is especially crucial as state and local officials respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Cities in the metropolitan area, like cities across the state, are responsible for providing basic public services and are 
confronting unexpected and significant new local service needs and costs to address the pandemic. These additional costs 
will be coupled with anticipated sharp deteriorations in local revenues and tax bases that could severely strain city budgets 
and undermine local governments in their ability to provide crucial services in the coming months. 
 
Local metropolitan officials are incurring, or expect to incur, a range of expenses directly resulting from COVID-19 that 
include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Personal protective equipment and sanitation supplies for first responders, public works, and other city staff 
• Increased unemployment costs  
• Significant COVID-19 workers’ compensation claims 
• Technology and infrastructure to accommodate remote work by city staff and officials 
• Additional vehicles and equipment to meet needs for social distancing  
• Overtime for first responders and other city staff due to COVID-19 
• COVID-19 related outreach and communications  
• Maintenance for facilities, closed buildings, and public spaces including cleaning, signage, and barricades 

 
As you consider funding for local governments in the distribution of the federal Coronavirus Relief Fund, Metro Cities 
would encourage a process for fund distribution that is sufficiently flexible to accommodate a range of local COVID-19 
expenses and a structure that is administratively efficient. City officials stand ready to work as your partners in ensuring 
that funding assistance to local governments is appropriately and expediently utilized to meet public service and safety 
needs resulting from the pandemic. 
 
Thank you, Senator Rosen, for your letter. I am happy to any provide further information.  Please feel free to contact me 
at 612-987-8012 or patricia@metrocitiesmn.org . I look forward to working with you as you address funding from the 
federal CARES Act. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patricia Nauman 
Executive Director 


